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Jenny Froude,
Thorndene, 41 South Eden Park Road,
Beckenham, Kent, BR3 3BQ,
Tel: 0208 777 2151
email: jennyfroude@hotmail.com
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Rosemary Hackforth,
51 The Dale,
Keston, Kent BR2 6HW
Tel: (text only) 07762 508823
email: rosemary.hackforth@gmail.com

BROMLEY CHAIN’S NEW CHAIR
... is ROSEMARY HACKFORTH
who, in accordance with our Constitution, was voted in at the first
committee meeting following the
2016 AGM which is pictured here.
Undaunted by being the 13th
Chair in our 37 year history
Rosemary, as a staunch and active
member for a very long time, was
willing to take on the role for at
least one year.

Deaf Access was the brainchild of
Bromley Chain, whose vision, fundraising and campaigning brought it
about in the 90s. At one time our
committee boasted no fewer than 17
names on it but now the numbers
have dwindled and several of us
have been on it for more decades
than we care to remember! What
Bromley Chain needs is an injection
of new, fresh blood to keep it going
Retiring Chair, Roger, starts the meeting.
for the benefit of Deaf children and
At the AGM we had to say goodbye to retired ToD, deaf and hard of hearing adults in the borough so
Marion Brushett, who was standing down after that we can raise our independent voice when we
four years of committed time to Bromley Chain, feel they are being let down in any way, and can
during which as Secretary she had been a great also support local projects and people.
support to Sinclair Stayner while he was Chair.
We were delighted to Our meetings are friendly and as informal as possiwelcome ToD Lorna ble, but attended by professional sign language inLingard as a co-opted terpreters and an electronic notetaker so there are no
member and the enthusi- communication problems. We have deaf, deafened
asm and input she offers, and hearing people on the committee and would like
despite her very demand- to welcome anyone with an interest in joining us.
ing role as Head of the Come as an observer to our AGM (details on oppoPrimary Base at Griffins, site page) and see if you could maybe spare a few
has already been much hours a year, perhaps for someone close to your
heart, like a deaf child, sibling, grandchild, or simappreciated.
ply to gain experience in an area that is totally new
As you will see from to you but very deserving of your time.
Editor
this issue of Chainmail,
(our FREE newsletter)*,
we are donating to the
Beckenham Lunch Club run by !Remark and also to
their Deaf Self Play Scheme, and we were also able
to help a local deaf and severely disabled youngster
with funding towards storage space required for all
the bulky equipment that is vital to her.
Roger presenting Marion with
a leaving gift

Theresa, Evelyn, BSL Interpreters, with
Lorna, our new co-opted committee
member.

*If you wish to be added to
our mailing list do contact
the Editor.
Sinclair,!

Rosemary, husband Malcolm, Carmen, & notetaker Natasha at AGM
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Editor’s Apology
Dear Readers
Forgive the delay with this issue of Chainmail which should have been out some
time ago! There were reasons - a few painful months before being diagnosed with
polymyalgia, health/development concerns with baby grandson (thankfully unfounded) and other unexpected family commitments also taking their toll on my time.
Once we entered the New Year it seemed sensible to save space for Susan Craney’s farewell party at Deaf
Access and details of Griffin’s Open Days in June. Alas the latter have had to be postponed due to the continued pressure of work on the Teachers of the Deaf who are still having to deal with areas well beyond their
remit. Also, under the Newborn Hearing Screening, no fewer than 6 local babies have recently been diagnosed with a hearing loss, swelling the workload even further. I particularly feel for those parents who have
received this diagnosis and hope that maybe in time they will find my book, Making Sense in Sign - a Lifeline for a Deaf Child, which is just being reprinted by Multilingual Matters Ltd. helpful, painting as it does a
positive view of deafness. Tom’s biography has recently, to my delight, been used by an IBSL student in her
Reflective Learning Journals for level 6 exams.
Bromley Chain’s AGMs in June have recently been
held in the Methodist Church Hall, Bromley, but, like
the ones previously held at Ripley Arts Centre, have
been poorly attended, even when we have specially
invited interesting speakers on relevant subjects.
In view of this lack of support we can no longer justify paying for the hire of such venues and the refreshments, or the LBB booking of a lipspeaker, sign
language interpreters and an electronic notetaker via
the AoHL communication service.
As a result we will hold our AGM following a
shortened regular committee meeting at

From L to R, Jenny, Roger, Jane, Carmen, Iman and Sinclair.

St. George’s Church Hall Rooms,
25-27 Albemarle Road, Beckenham BR3 5HZ
This will be on:

Thursday 1st June 2017
and anyone who wishes to join us at 8.15p.m. is more than welcome.

MANAGING MEETINGS
Apart from a few times in the Deaf Access meeting
room in Community House it has been traditional for
our committee’s meetings to take place in their homes
on a rota basis. However, with two sign language interpreters now joined by an electronic notetaker with
monitors, for deaf members who need access to the
meeting via printed words, space around the average
household table was becoming an issue and we investigated alternatives.

Fortunately St. George’s Church, Beckenham (where
Jenny is a worshipper and Roger’s wife sings with the
Beckenham Chorale) were able to help us with two
hours, six times a year, on a Thursday evening in the
church hall rooms, at a very nominal rate as we are a
small charity. The large conference table and plenty of
chairs, (see above) plus use of a kitchen, has taken the
pressure off individuals and made a huge difference to
our meetings, especially as trams, trains, buses and a
public car park are all in the immediate area.
Editor
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!REMARK’S BECKENHAM
DEAF LUNCH CLUB
As !Remark applied to our Phyllis Mary Kither legacy for
some funding towards their Beckenham Deaf lunch club our
Treasurer, Jane, Roger and I visited the Azelia Hall on 8th December, having heard so much about it from Sinclair Stayner
in the past. The date chosen coincided with their Christmas
lunch so there was a great atmosphere!
Started by Jonny Nelson 5 years go, the club has grown in size
and really needs a larger, central venue with car parking and
kitchen. They currently manage with just a microwave in order
to feed the 20 to 22 people who attend each Thursday.
Funded by Comic Relief and Bromley Community Fund, the
club is obviously filling a great need for signing Deaf people
(some of whom who might otherwise be isolated in their own
home or lonely in a residential one, simply because there is
no appropriate communication for them) to meet together
regularly. Those in need of transport are picked up and during
the year’s programme a mini-bus takes members on outings
and group holidays are also arranged, with the choice of destination decided democratically by the membership.
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!Remark Community have identified the needs of older Deaf
people and the result on the day we visited was very obvious
in the goodwill and jollity that was visible and audible! We
were happy to agree a £1, 0 0 0 donation for the club.



Jessica Wilde & Stephen Wynne
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In the words of one volunteer helper who has been learning to
sign for 18 months “the work they are doing here is marvelous!” Indeed, the only complaint we heard around the table
was about the lack of a specialist Social Worker with Deaf
People, a role which has been sadly lacking in the borough for
many years now, the need for which Bromley Chain has long
campaigned without success
Jenny Froude
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Celebrating the life of an amazing person

MARY CAMPION (1934 - 2016)
MPs to have a law changed so that,
if a woman dies in the course of
her work as a teacher, her family
will now get her pension.

Hers was truly a life to celebrate for
so many reasons! And the huge
number of family and friends at
Bromley Court Hotel on Sunday
2nd October last year were invited
to come dressed “for a party” as
befitted this hospitable and most
outgoing of people.

Mary donated her body to King’s
College Anatomy School so there
was no funeral. As a party person
she would heartily approve of the
three social occasions her passing
was to produce, not only the hotel
celebration but a Service of
Thanksgiving to commemorate donors in Southwark Cathedral at
11a.m. on 12th May, 2017 and then cremation
which Paul will arrange the following year.

The presence of sign language interpreters and lipspeakers bore witness to the high esteem in which
Mary was held within the deaf and
hard of hearing community, a world
with which she was familiar from her late, deafened husband Brian, a founder member and one
time chair of Bromley Chain. She had encouraged
him so devotedly and unobtrusively and took a
keen interest in deaf issues such as access, subtitling on TV, captioning in theatres, sign language,
lipreading, cultural diversity, and supported all the
things that our charity has stood for since its birth
in 1980.
Filmmaker son Paul’s inspirational talk about all
the support that his parents gave him and his
Mother’s wanderlust and fascination for new
places and experiences was an eyeopener and the
projected photos on the screen behind him told
their own story too.
Past pupils and
teaching
colleagues, neighbours,
friends
from here and
abroad, all spoke
of her and it was
clear she was a
person “loved by
all”, a “perfect
colleague” , a
“brave, couraEvelyn and Penny.
geous woman”,
someone with “a smile that lit up the world”, “a
highly independent woman and a wonderful
teacher”. As a result of the Jupiter disaster, sinking
with the Cator Park pupils on board, brave Mary
not only compiled their horrific experiences into a
book, Jupiter’s Children, but also worked with

Sadly,
because
she
had always
been interested in my
deaf
son,
whom she
had
seen
grow up and
become the
youngest
John Barry with Edward Lodge (hero of
ever chair of
Jupiter disaster) and Linda.
Bromley
Chain, the day Mary died I had written to tell her
that after I had been signing/speaking to Tom about
her poor health, the hospice and reminding him
about the Jupiter, his deaf wife, who had been
watching TV, was smiling because their hearing 3
year old had quietly sidled up to her and relayed it
all in a stage whisper, with signs! And she had got
it all exactly right! I had hoped that little communication cameo between three generations might
make Mary smile but that was not to be...
I couldn’t help finding comfort in the fact that, as
such an intrepid traveller, Mary should leave on
her final journey from St. Christopher’s Hospice, a
place where she had felt so safe, and with Paul
there to say farewell. (Bromley Chain sent a donation to the Hospice in her memory). May she rest
in peace as she lives on in our thoughts.
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Jenny Froude

ALL CHANGE FOR SUSAN CRANEY!
ket stall in the Glades bears witness to the crafting
talents of staff and supporters and much work has
been done by Sue in raising Deaf Awareness. Two
Soundbarrier winners (Roger Hewitt and Alan Roberts) put Deaf Access even further on the map as
have displays, a strong Hard of Hearing group and
then the merger with deafPlus in 2016. Paying tributes to the volunteers, Sue acknowledged that “we
couldn’t do what we do without you!”

It was 13 years
ago that I interviewed Susan
for Chainmail,
just after she
had been promoted to Manager of Deaf
Access. Feeling she was
taken
“more
seriously” by
the
Centre’s
clients, being
Rosemary presents our
Coolings voucher to Susan.
deaf herself, her
aim was to develop the services and empower people to make
their own decisions, admitting to a “mix of fear and
excitement” at the prospect!

Amidst laughter, Susan admits that she had not expected Deaf Access to also serve as a “dating
agency” reminding us that she had met her future
husband there, when Roger Hewitt was Monitoring
Officer for Opportunities for Volunteering and,
rather dauntingly, descended on Deaf Access during her very
first week as manager!
And St. Lucia was the
wedding venue for
Richard, a Job Club
client, who met and
married centre volunteer Dawn so St. Valentine’s Day was a
most appropriate date
for the leaving party!

On Tuesday 14th February she was feeling “excited”
again as she left to take up a new role, but now it
was tinged with sadness at leaving. Her visual presentation with its potted history of the centre proved
she had a lot to be proud of during her time there.
With Hearing Dog Victor at her feet (when he
wasn’t sniffing out crumbs dropped by small fry at
the packed party!) Sue charted the history of the
centre from its start in two rooms at Beckenham
Hospital to its suite at Community House. With
press cuttings, including many from Chainmail,
and even a News Shopper feature on my book
which she was kind enough to describe as “fantastic and inspirational”, she also referred to the video
line for which Bromley Chain donated a monitor
(no Skype or Facetime in those days!), and fundraising and social events in which we shared - the
sponsored High Elms walk, our charities’ joint
10th and 25th birthday celebrations, etc. The mar-

Now off to new horizons, Susan is joining
the Mental Health First
Aid England’s select national team, training new
trainers, delivering CPD (Continuing Professional
Development) training and courses. A course
teaches people what is good mental health, how to
recognise signs of distress, support others and
deal with situations with
confidence.

Susan & Dawn - both Deaf Access
brides!

Manager Leo Mansell
presented her with an
orchid, to swell the pile
of cards, gifts and flowers already on the table,
and joined his thanks
and applause to that
from all of us present.
Jenny Froude
.
Bromley Chain were guests at the party.
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Manager Leo Mansell makes
Susan smile.

Blitz and Bananas
Readers may remember the feature about local Anna
Littler and her DVD, Blitz & Bananas (subtitles sponsored by Bromley Chain) in our November 2013 issue.
The film was shown again at Orpington Village Hall
(15.10.16) and, having mislaid my copy, I was glad of
the chance to see it again, and I had quite forgotten just
how moving, life-affirming and heartwarming it is!
The hall was packed, a collection taken for the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal and, to my delight, pupils from Darrick Wood Schools were showing some
of Anna’s fascinating vintage props from the film and
kindly posed for a Chainmail photo, as did the author/
producer/director herself!
Jenny Froude
www.blitzandbananas.com	

 	


Fascinated by the toys from bygone days.

Sharing memories (top right) & a collection of memorabilia

DID YOU
KNOW?
...that deafPlus run courses, Living
with Hearing Loss, to help older
people develop coping strategies in a
friendly, relaxed and informal setting? For details of local groups
and dates contact
zoe.fudge@deafplus.org
or telephone 020 8315 2550.

My grandson, Tom’s
young Oliver, is already
picking up signs from his
deaf parents
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...that TinyTalk Baby Signing
classes were planned by a Teacher
of the Deaf and the curriculum offers to parents of hearing and deaf
children a way of learning to communicate naturally, using speech
and sign. All signs are based on
BSL and a DVD and CDs are
available. See their website
www.tinytalk.co.uk

BATTERIES
BE AWARE OF THE DANGER!
Last year Great Ormond Street Hospital went
public with the danger of babies and children
swallowing tiny batteries, in some cases causing horrendous burning damage to the oesophagus or stomach. They were focussing on
the small batteries contained in toys but I immediately thought of those in hearing aids and
cochlear implants with which everyone concerned with a deaf child is all too familiar.
Deaf-SELF is open to Deaf
children aged 6-16 years. The
scheme is open to children
living across South London.
Opening times: 10am ± 4pm
Cost: £2 per day
(Bring your own packed lunch)

14th, 15th, 16th, 17th
February 2017

Miniscule batteries as used by hearing aid wearers of any age, from babies to grandparents, simply must be kept safe from fascinated fingers and
tiny mouths. I am sure I am preaching to the
converted but I feel it can’t be stressed enough!
If applicable please dispose of batteries at collection points in supermarkets and pharmacies
Editor

For more information and to
book, please contact Cheryl
Culver:
cheryl.culver@remark.uk.com
Text: 07595036641
PLACES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE

  
Catford Wanderers Sports Club

Beckenham Hill Road
London
SE6 3NU
  
  

The Rotary Club of Langley Park
and DeafPlus /Access

Bromley Chain are making a donation of
£1,000 to this scheme which is attended by
many Deaf children from Bromley as there
is nothing similar available in LBB.

Antique, Vintage
&

Collectables Fair

NO LONGER SILENT

Saturday 18th March 2017

Watching the Channel 4 television programme Breaking the Silence last November
I was surprised and delighted to see Fiona
Ng, an old friend of Tom’s from his Darrick
Wood nursery days, who had just received a
cochlear implant and was hoping to hear her
two small children. Her mum, Eva, was with
her at the switch-on and it took me back 30
odd years to when we used to meet in the
Unit! And then, at Christmas, I read in a card
from his mum, that another school friend of
Tom’s, John Gower, had also been implanted
recently.

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at

Hayes Free Church,
Pickhurst Lane, Hayes, Kent.
(Entrance £1)

Opinions expressed throughout Chainmail are those of the contributor and not
n e c e s s a r i l y o f B RO M L E Y C H A I N ,
which seeks to encompass the full range
of hearing loss and all communication
methods.

And I had thought, in 1996, that Tom was old
at 16 years to receive a cochlear implant! It
was his choice and is something I know he
has never regretted.

Any opinions or statements may not necessarily reflect our views and should not
be taken to imply our endorsement or
otherwise of services/products.
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